Last week we talked about key number 1 which is “clarity.” But what we are talking about this week is
directly connect to last week. This week we are talking about courage.

e There are plenty of people who know what is right but say nothing, and our society is decaying
because of that!
e You've probably heard the saying, “All it takes for evil to prevail is for good men to do nothing.”

e Friends, all it takes for evil is to prevail is for us to look on, even be sad about the evils taking
place, and yet never do anything about it.

When you study Scripture, you find that when hard times come, and they will, there are two types of
believers. Those who overcome and those who shrink back. You will find both in this passage from
Matthew 24, where Jesus was teaching His disciples.

Matthew 24:3-14: “As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, saying, ‘Tell us,
when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?’ And Jesus
answered them, ‘See that no one leads you astray. For many will come in my name, saying, ‘| am the
Christ,” and they will lead many astray. And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are
not alarmed, for this must take place, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes in various places. All these are but
the beginning of the birth pains.

‘Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be hated by all nations for
my name's sake. And then many will fall away and betray one another and hate one another. And many
false prophets will arise and lead many astray. And because lawlessness will be increased, the love of
many will grow cold. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom
will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will
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come.
Jesus, what is going to happen in the days ahead? How will we know your coming is near?

o There will be “false Christs” leading to many ways that are not THE WAY.

e Islam

e New Age

e Atheism

e Universalism
o Etc.

e There will be much suffering.
e  Wars, famines, earthquakes
e There will be much persecution.
e Accusations against Christians
e Hatred against them by all nations
e There has been persecution more or less in any age, but perhaps you didn’t know more
people were killed for their Christian faith in the 20+ century than all previous centuries
combined.
e During this century, we have documented cases in excess of 26 million martyrs. From AD
33 to 1900, we have documented 14 million martyrs.



What about inside the church?

e There will be many who fall away like verse 10 says.
e And betray the true Church
¢ And hate the true Church
e But they very well may continue going to church. Because many of them aren’t
led astray by the world... who leads them astray?
e There will be many false teachers/prophets like verse 11 says.
e They will lead many astray.
e Lawlessness will increase like verse 12 says.
e False teachers have always existed, but in these end times, their views will become
mainstream (or so it appears).
e You can always recognize a false teacher by how they deal with the issues of sin and
grace. These aren’t the only indicators, but this is very important.
e These false prophets will lead in such a way that lawlessness will increase.
e People will live in sin and say they are right with God.
e Thisis a perversion of the grace of God which has already begun.
e The Love of many will grow cold like verse 13 says.

That looks bleak. But we haven’t finished the passage.

This is what we are called to do.

Those days will require great courage. The courage to continue to stand for Jesus. The courage to stand
for the gospel. The courage to stand for Scripture. We won’t retreat from what is right.

The temptation for the true Church in a time like this is to go silent. I'll believe what is right, but I'll keep
it to myself.

e 40% of Americans said they self-censor their beliefs.

e “Because people so dislike each other and detest each other’s views and values, they perceive a
great cost associated with sharing their opinions publicly, for little or no reward,” said James L.
Gibson, study author and the Sidney W. Souers Professor of Government in Arts & Sciences.
“Worry that expressing unpopular views will isolate and alienate people from their friends,
family, and neighbors seems to drive self-censorship.”

e But our sharing isn’t without reward. It is about life or death for eternity. And the gospel doesn’t
get passed through silence.

e We have to speak the gospel with clarity.

e Asthe culture goes, and many in the church follow with it, it gets harder to stand for truth and
speak with clarity, but we must.

e Have you heard the phrase “when the going gets tough, the tough get going”? That’s where we
are. As the culture is changing rapidly, who will stand courageously?

e Here are three things that will happen if you stand and speak courageously:



e Wejust read it, those who endure to the end will be saved.

Which is actually a very common passage in Scripture
Years ago, | listened to a sermon that so caught my attention | had to stop
listening and go read the passage and see that it was true. The pastor said, “Isn’t
it interesting that in Revelation 21 there is one final list given of those who will
not be in heaven? And Cowards are first on the list.”
Revelation 21:7-8: “Those who are victorious will inherit all this, and | will be
their God and they will be my children. But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the
vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the
idolaters and all liars—they will be consigned to the fiery lake of burning
sulfur. This is the second death.”
It shocked me. We always think of other sins as being bad, but the cowardly are
the ones who know everything they ought to do, but don’t do it.

e They would never say this, but they live ashamed of Jesus.

e They live ashamed of His message.

e They are a slave to what others think of them rather than living for

Jesus.
e Their Christianity is in name only, and when things get tough, they fold.
e But thatis not us. We are the victorious. We will stand no
matter how tough things get, and Jesus will be with us.

e Living out your faith courageously can’t help but impact the people around you. Yes,
some might not like you for it, but others will be inspired by it.

Because courage proves your conviction.

People may not think you are right, but when you live for Jesus courageously,
they must at the very least, admit that you really believe what you say.

This is part of the reason why the early church spread so rapidly.

e They were willing to be beaten, tortured, and even die for what they
believe. They refused to do even the simplest idol worship that was
required. People believed the Christians were bringing suffering upon
them because they wouldn’t worship their idols and so they persecuted
and killed them, but that started a common phrase in the early church
that continues to this day. Here it is:

e “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.”

e Early Christian author Tertullian wrote this, and he was speaking directly
to Rome and their leaders:

e “We are not a new philosophy but a divine revelation. That’s why you
can’t just exterminate us; the more you kill, the more we are. The blood
of the martyrs is the seed of the church. You praise those who endured
pain and death — so long as they aren’t Christians! Your cruelties merely
prove our innocence of the crimes you charge against us... And you
frustrate your purpose. Because those who see us die, wonder why we
do, for we die like the men you revere, not like slaves or criminals. And
when they find out, they join us.”



You can’t argue with that. Saul watched Stephen die for his faith, and
that impacted him. He became Paul and wrote half the new Testament
and planted churches all over the known world!

It’s still happening today. In the Korean war, the Communists
persecuted pastors.

Listen to this true story:

The Communists were vicious to the ministers. One minister’s family
was captured in Inchon, Korea, and the Communist leaders put them on
what they called a ‘People’s Trial.” The accusers would say, “This man is
guilty of causing this kind of sin, and for that kind of sin it is proper that
he be punished.” The only response then given would be a chorus of
voices agreeing, “Yah, Yah!”

This time they dug a large hole, putting the pastor, his wife, and several
of his children in. Then the leader spoke, “Mister, all these years you
misled the people with the superstition of the Bible. Now if you will
publicly disclaim it before these people, and repent of this
misdemeanor, then you, your wife, and your children will be freed. But
if you persist in your superstitions, all of your family is going to be
buried alive. Make a decision!”

All of his children then blurted, “Oh Daddy! Daddy! Think of us! Daddy!”
Think of it. If you were in his place, what would you do? | am the father
of three children, and | would almost feel like going to Hell rather than
see my children killed.

This father was shaken. He lifted up his hand and said, “Yes, yes, I'll do
it. | am going to denounce... my...”

But before he could finish his sentence, his wife nudged him, saying,
“Daddy, say NO!”

And to her children, she said, “Hush children, tonight we are going to
have supper with the King of Kings, the Lord of Lords!” She led them in
singing “In the Sweet By and By,” her husband and children following,
while the Communists began to bury them. Soon the children were
buried, but until the soil came up to their necks, they sang. And all the
people watched.

“There’s a land that is fairer than day,
And by faith we can see it afar;

For the Father waits over the way

To prepare us a dwelling place there.

In the sweet by and by,
We shall meet on that beautiful shore;
In the sweet by and by,
We shall meet on that beautiful shore.

We shall sing on that beautiful shore
The melodious songs of the blessed;



And our spirits shall sorrow no more,
Not a sigh for the blessing of rest.”

e God did not deliver them, but almost all of those people who watched
this execution became Christians. And many are now members of my
church. Through their suffering the grace of redemption flowed.

e When people persecute you and you stand, you are having a greater testimony
than 100 messages, because your courage proves your conviction in Jesus.

e  Why else would you endure that suffering? Why not simply go along with the
crowd?

e Rome was absolutely vicious to the early Christians.

e They were burned alive. They were put in Colosseums to be eaten by lions. They were
crucified. They went through more and more suffering. 11 of the 12 disciples (remember
Judas was replaced) were martyred for their faith, John the only one who wasn’t, as he
was just exiled.

e In our world today, if you are a leader in the Church or your denomination, you get
respect. You get a nice office. In the early church, if you got a high office, you got an
early burial.

e It's nice to put bishop by your name today.

e Hereis what it meant to be a bishop in the early church...

e Ignatius, one of the church fathers, was an early bishop of the church and a first century
Christian who was discipled by the apostle John. He was martyred in a colosseum.

e On his way, he was able to write many letters. Listen to this excerpt from one:

e “Now | begin to be a disciple of Christ. | care for nothing, of visible or invisible things, so
that | may but win Christ. Let fire and the cross, let the companies of wild beasts, let
breaking of bones and tearing of limbs, let the grinding of the whole body, and all the
malice of the devil, come upon me; be it so, only may | win Jesus Christ.”

e And that suffering came upon him, but he won Jesus.

e And that’s just one of countless stories of people who died for their faith, but they
didn’t do it in vain. We already mentioned that many were saved, but a day came
where young men and women who grew up in Rome with a Christian faith weren’t
persecuted anymore. They didn’t die for their faith. In fact, their faith no longer brought
any persecution on them. The courage of those who went before them made their
Christian walk easier.

e Every one of us has our freedoms today because someone was willing to die that we
might preserve them.

e Today, the people living in a free France owe a debt to the men who stormed the
beaches of Normandy, but there was a day (June 6, 1944) that many people died on
those beaches for every person that lives in France today. And their courage in the face
of the enemy made a beachhead where more troops could come in, and they kept
pushing on and pushing on and pressing ahead. And in a forest there in France, my
grandpa was hit by shrapnel. You may have had a loved one there too. And they kept



going until they liberated France and the concentration camps, until the tyranny and
wicked reign of Hitler was ended.

e Friends, your courage makes a beachhead for the generation coming after us. It
provides a place for them to stand and advance The heroes in battle are those who
press on against all odds, and those who hold the line against all odds.

As the church, if we go silent, our kids will have nowhere left to stand. Our grandkids will grow
up in an America without a true Christian witness.

Our culture is in a free fall spiritually and morally, if we as Christians refuse to preach the gospel
now. Refuse to speak up now, and it won’t just impact us... it will impact the generations that
follow us.

We are the redeemed of Christ. We are his body. He is our brother. Our Father is in Heaven. Our
citizenship is in Heaven. This life is temporary. Will we live courageously for Jesus? Or will we
silently let the culture erode around us without having a Christian witness?

You and | have the freedom of speech and religion. Use it.

We have the freedom to read our Bibles. Use it.

When you don’t participate in sins around us, don’t be afraid to say why. Everyone who knows
you ought to know that you are a Christian. Even better if they start saying things like “You
know, you take your faith a little too seriously.” Good! You are moving in the right direction.

Don’t fold when the pressure comes. You will save your own soul and the souls of some around
you, and you will leave a legacy and a place for your kids to stand and other Christians to stand
who will come after you.

Can | tell you something | believe about you? Something | have been praying over you?

Here it is...

Hebrews 10:39: “But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who
have faith and preserve their souls.”



