If you’ve got your Bibles, go ahead and open to Matthew 9.

When | was younger, my parents would buy a side a beef for the family, and we kept our freezer out in
the garage. So, one day they sent me out, and | got what they sent me for. Now the next day, we found
out that someone left the door open. We still haven’t figured out who... the case is still open. I've been
accused, but | maintain my innocence. But all that meat was ruined.

It was no longer frozen. Freezers are great, but the reality is that meat, just like anything, will always
match the temperature around it. The problem wasn’t simply that the door was open (yes, that was one
problem), but if the garage had been below freezing, the meat would have been fine. But it wasn’t, so
the meat thawed out and got ruined.

That’s why we are so intentional about meat and things that can spoil, by keeping them in a fridge or
cooler because they can spoil.

Well, | want you to remember something we talked about last week. Cold is good for meat, but it’s not
good for your heart. It’s not good for your love.

We read in Matthew 24 last week where Jesus told us the love of many will grow cold, and friends, |
believe we are seeing some of that in our nation right now.

But here is the key: If you aren’t careful, you will join them.

It's only natural for us to match the temperature around us, but as Christians, we can’t afford for that to
happen. Remember, we are those who endure to the end. That means we live out our faith
courageously, yes, but it also means that we are motivated by compassion. And our love doesn’t grow
cold.

e Quick to anger... you can’t be like that.

e Unforgiving... you can’t be like that.

e Shames people with other viewpoints... you can’t be like that.
e Slanderous... you can’t be like that.

And that’s just to name a few.

If you match those cultural norms, you are simply letting your heart cool to the temperature around
you.

Instead, we are called to imitate Christ, and | want us to look at Matthew chapter 9, starting in verse 35
to get a picture of what moved Jesus. And this leads me to our third key word for the Church in 2021,
and it is compassion.

Matthew 9:35-38: “And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues
and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction. When he saw
the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a
shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray
earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”



e Now | believe the key verse for this whole chapter is verse 36, which says “When he saw the
crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep
without a shepherd.”

e Jesus looked at the crowds, and he was moved by compassion.

e He was deeply moved for them.

He was moved in his gut.

He literally felt for them.

Maybe you’ve read a story before when you heard of someone mistreated, or
an adult mistreating a child, and you feel this twist in your gut. You are moved in
anger against those causing the pain and in compassion for the child. You feel
that you would do anything to protect them.

That is what Jesus felt. A real compassion for the people.

He didn’t see those people as his enemy. Why? Because...

e He saw their true condition.

They have been harassed.
They have been lied to.
They haven’t had good shepherds. They haven’t had good people to look up to.
They were in many ways helpless, surrounded by bad influences, and not
knowing where to turn.
Picture it with me. A flock of sheep, but no one there to protect. Along comes a
pack of wolves. They will have their way with that flock.
They will be easy targets. The young will be eaten first, and then just work their
way up through the flock until they are full and there is nothing left.
Sheep without a shepherd will get lost, quickly. They become easy prey for the
enemy, who comes to steal, kill, and destroy.
And Jesus realized also that this is a spiritual battle. A principle we often forget
but must be reminded of over and over and over.

e Our enemy is like a lion looking for someone to devour.
Ephesians 6:12 tells us that our battle is not against flesh and blood. But is
against a spiritual enemy who works to steal and kill and destroy by using
deception.
So, when Jesus sees the lost, He has compassion on them.
Let’s not pretend that all of these people are perfect or have no guilt for their
sins. They do, but Jesus shows empathy, something that we miss today.
Empathy is not sympathy. Empathy is defined as “the ability to understand and
share the feelings of another.”

e Itis “putting yourself in their shoes.”
It says when He saw crowds, He had compassion on them. What did that look
like?
It's important for us to look at Jesus to see what true compassion is, so that we
might follow His example!
Look at verse 35. It says, “And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages,
teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and
healing every disease and every affliction.”

e Jesus was moved with compassion to meet temporary needs and eternal ones.
e He met their temporary needs.



He healed people.
He fed people.
He delivered people.

Wherever Jesus went, when He came across people who had a need
and came to Him to meet it, He did.

And we understand from Scripture that, if we truly love people, we
will care about their needs. We will meet those needs if we can and it’s
within our power.

James 2:14-17 says, “What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he
has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him? If a brother
or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you says
to them, ‘Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the
things needed for the body, what good is that?”

This verse just says it outright. If you don’t work to meet people’s
temporary needs, your faith is dead.

o He met their eternal needs.

At the end of the day, any compassion we have that stops before reaching the
soul isn’t Christian compassion at all.

How could we care about the body, which is passing away, and not the soul
which will live forever?!

He proclaimed the gospel of the kingdom.

And at times, this led to the crowd actually leaving Jesus, but...

Real love and compassion tells you the truth, even when it’s hard.

Like a doctor having to deliver bad news to a family about an illness. It’s
not because he doesn’t love them that he shares the bad news. Of
course not!

He tells them because it is true.

There is a lie out there that says if you love me, you have to agree with
me. It's not true.

e This is because many in our nation today believe that all truth is
relative, which isn’t true. But because they believe that,
disagreeing with a person is considered to be invalidating their
lived experiences.

e But what if there is universal truth? There is. We understand
that there is a universal moral law, not by the way we treat
people, but by the way they treat us. We always know when we
have been mistreated.

e There is universal truth, so we ought to always align with truth,
and love the world.

e Loving the world doesn’t mean that we abandon truth. That
would be nonsense! Jesus himself is Truth. Should we abandon
Him too? Of course not!

So, loving the world doesn’t mean abandoning truth, but it does mean
having empathy for people and trying to understand why they believe
what they believe.

We aren’t going to change what we believe, but loving people means
understanding why they might believe what they do!

Having empathy for why they are where they are.



e And when you show empathy to people, it actually gives you the right
to speak.

e He forgave sinners and invited them to follow Him.

e Matthew 9:9: “As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called
Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, ‘Follow me.” And
he rose and followed him.”

e Then He went and sat, presumably at Matthew’s house as he had his
friends over, and Jesus and His disciples ate with them.

e Matthew 9:10-13: “And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold,
many tax collectors and sinners came and were reclining with Jesus and
his disciples. And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples,
‘Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?’ But when
he heard it, he said, ‘Those who are well have no need of a physician,
but those who are sick. Go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy,
and not sacrifice.” For | came not to call the righteous, but sinners.””

¢ Now the Pharisees knew these people were sinners and not good
people. Tax collectors were considered the worst kind of sinner in those
days. Because not only did they extort others to make themselves rich,
they had betrayed their Jewish brothers and sisters and now worked for
Rome.

e And Jesus is inviting them to follow Him.

e Hereis an important point | want us all to get.

e You can’t have Christ’s compassion if you don’t love messed up
people.

e If you love those who love you, congrats, so does every sinner on the
planet.

e The Christ way is to love those who don’t love you.

e There’s a narrative about Christians out there that says we are unloving.
That we hate people who aren’t like us. That we hate the LGBTQ
community. That we hate people who voted differently than us. That
we hate the world basically.

e Youand | ought to surprise people who think that.

e These tax collectors knew religious people didn’t want anything to do
with them, but then Jesus comes along and invites them to follow, and
here’s what’s crazy... some of them do!

e Many people we have written off might just join us, but we never invite
them to! We never have them over. We never pray for them.

e Yes, we don’t agree on everything, but | still love you. I still like you.

e He was always out to seek and save the lost, and that is our mission.

We are called to continue this mission.

Matthew 9:37-38: “Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers
are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his
harvest.”

There is a great harvest around us, but few ever make it to the field.



e Do we recognize there is a great harvest around us?

e Have we made the field our enemy?

e We are to go out and work for souls in this very time!

e Jesus taught us to pray for more workers, but He also in the Great Commission taught us
to go ourselves and get to work.
e Here's the thing:

e The compassion Christ showed people isn’t something you can just fake.

e You need to love people like Jesus, and that is impossible on our own strength.

e I'm willing to bet that for most of us, the people who have made the greatest
positive impact in our lives were people who loved us. Jesus taught us to go and
do likewise. To LOVE people.

¢ Love them enough to sacrifice to help them.

¢ Love them enough to share truth with them.

e Love them enough to invite them to follow Jesus with you.

e If you don’t have that love in your heart and you’re just honest and say, “l don’t
feel that way about people who are lost or about the world. In fact, | spend
most of my time frustrated, stressed, or even angry with people right now,” ...

e Canltell you there is a solution?

e If the problem is that the love of many within the church is growing cold...

e Then the solution is to have God’s love poured into our hearts through the
Holy Spirit.

e Romans 5:5: “And hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.”

e We can love like Jesus because we have been given the Holy Spirit and the FIRST
fruit of the Spirit is love.

e He comesin and changes us.

e He causes us to love those the world doesn’t love.

e Tolove our enemies

e To love those who hate us

e It'simpossible to love your enemies on your own strength.

e It'simpossible to hate your enemies with God'’s love poured into your heart.

e This is the switch.

How am | currently showing Christ’s compassion to others?
Am | willing to start inviting others to follow Jesus with me?
Do | need a fresh outpouring of God’s love in my heart?

There is something as a Christian we need to be very concerned about. And that is: if we have a lack of
concern for lost people.



